1. Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,

2. Calling for you and for me;
See, on the portals He’s waiting and watching,
Watching for you and for me. 

· Refrain:
Come home, come home,
You who are weary, come home;
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,
Calling, O sinner, come home!

Quiet Time: November 8, 2007 
This morning as I awakened the words to an old Hymn, Softly and Tenderly, were on my heart.  Although I had not heard it lately, it came to me so strongly that I began to whistle it, unable to sing a note so early in the morning, particularly before coffee! As I headed to the kitchen to get my coffee and settle in for my “Quiet time,” or as Johnny calls it, my “Loud Time,” I recalled some of the words and attempted to sing, “Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, calling for you and for me.  Earnestly tenderly Jesus is calling, calling O sinner come home! “I could not quit singing that song, the more I sang it, the more I felt the Spirit’s leading and grieving. I began to weep for the lost, and names began to flood my mind.  The Spirit of prayer continued to cause the tears to flow as I could sense the pain in the heart of Jesus as He stands and calls, not harshly or in condemnation, but ever so softly, tenderly, and earnestly to the weary, to the lost, to the hurting and dying….”Come home, come home, You who are weary, come home!”  Oh Lord, if only WE “called” as YOU do!
For the most part today, we are not “calling. “ We say we have a heart for the lost, but our prayers often don’t reflect that as we tend to pray for, “us four and no more!” We hesitate to pick up the phone for fear of losing precious time to a friend who may be a “talker,” or worse yet, have to commit some “face time” that we just don’t have in our busy schedules!  But there is One who is calling, who continues to Call, to plead, to speak, lovingly, tenderly, earnestly to those who are weary, to the lost and the sinner. Oh yes, he calls to those who are “saved,” only by His grace and mercy, to come as well. Imagine the pain in His heart when we ignore “the call,” even at times when we hear it loudly and clearly, but choose to have “selective hearing,”  
This week as I have prayed more for the upcoming WPW prayer breakfast seeking God’s heart for those who would come, His Word to me has been clear.  Recalling the parable o f the Great Banquet, I remembered that a man had prepared a great banquet and invited many, but when those could not come, he was ordered to,(Lu 14:21b) “Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.” After that was done, there was still room, so he was told to, go out into the highways and byways. (Lu 14:23) “And the master said to the slave, Go out into the highways and along the hedges (byways) and compel them to come in, so that My house may be filled.”  So just where are these “highways and byways” Lord? 

 As I asked the Lord that question, I was impressed with the following: “They are the highways and byways of My choosing and you will know them by the divine appointments I will set up along the way. Just as I walked on the road to Emmaus with my disciples, yet they recognized me not until I opened their eyes, so you will walk and I will open your eyes at the proper time.  You will know when you come upon a “highway appointment,” and find the one who is to come in to my banquet.  No need to stress or fret, for I the Lord have issued the invitation and My House will be filled!”  
So I encourage you ladies, go forth into the highways and byways as the Lord leads, trusting that “a righteous one’s steps are ordered by the Lord,” and that He will indeed open your eyes when the time is right! Blessings, Sally Koch

